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The mission of Marion Public Health is to create a culture of health 
by providing all people the opportunity to reach their greatest health 

potential at every stage of life.



Fiscal Report



Environmental Health

3,689

Nuisance Abatement
Complaints: 499
Inspections: 849

Breakdown by Jurisdiction



20 new food 
establishments 
opened in 2019

Environmental Health



Private Water
It is recommended that wells be tested annually for bacteria and nitrates because 
they can indicate that there is a contamination pathway into the well. Check the well 
and cap regularly and keep the area around the well clear. If there is a softener, filter, 
reverse osmosis unit--follow the filter replacement and maintenance schedule.  The 
well should be sanitized after flooding or opening the water lines for repair. Well pits 
and abandoned wells are a safety hazard and a potential source of contamination 
for the home and anyone that may have a well in that same water aquifer. 
Contaminants can travel 100 feet or more.  In 2019, 65 well inspections were 
performed and 54 permits were issued.

Water Pollution Control Loan Fund
This is a State EPA funded program that Marion Public Health 
is facilitating to eliminate pollution from failing septic 
systems. In 2019, there were 15 septic systems that were 
either repaired, replaced, or connected to a public sewer using 
this funding.
 
Each household is estimated to generate approximately 120 
gallons of wastewater per bedroom per day. Through this 
grant, Marion Public Health was able to eliminate an 
estimated 5,400 gallons per day, or 1.97 million gallons per 
year, of untreated wastewater going into our lakes, streams, 
and ponds via farm tiles, ditches, and creeks.
 

Environmental Health

141
 

 
Plumbing Permits

357
 

Inspections and 
Plan Reviews

53
 
Registered 
Plumbers



Narcan Kit Distribution
Marion Public Health, thanks to grant funding, is able to provide Narcan kits 
to the community free of charge. This life-saving drug comes as a nasal 
spray and is designed to reverse the effects of opiate overdose.
 
In 2019, through on-site and off-site outreach 
efforts, distributed 448 Narcan kits, 
and had 43 reported known reversals!
 
If you're interested in obtaining a kit, we offer 
a variety of ways to obtain a kit of your own! 
 
You can...
• Attend one of our monthly trainings held on the 1st Tuesday of each 
month at 2:00pm. 
• Stop by MPH during normal business hours, Monday-Friday 8am-4:30
• Attend one of our off-site pop-up clinics held throughout the community.
 
Our public health nurses are also available for training classes for local 
organizations and agencies that would like their employees or clients to 
receive a kit. Call our office and speak with a public health nurse to 
schedule a training at your location!

Immunizations
One of the services Marion Public Health 
provides to the community is our weekly 
immunization clinic. This clinic runs on 
Wednesdays from 12:00-5:00 p.m. 
Additionally, our nurses work closely with 
local community partners to provide 
immunizations off-site to help keep our 
children and families healthy. 
 
In 2019, our immunization efforts saw 1,379 
people immunized, with a total of 3,303 
vaccines being administered. Of those 
1,379 patients, 1,148 were children and 231 
were adults.

Births & Deaths
In 2019, we saw...
   • 578 births occurred with
      2669 birth certificates issued.
  
   • 696 deaths occurred with
      4177 death certificates issued

Nursing

Newborn Home Visiting
In 2019, we conducted 14 Welcome Home Visits.
These visits entail an assessment on the 
newborn as well as a maternal depression
screening for the new mom, both done in-home
 with a Public Health RN, and moms refer
 themselves to the program before they leave 
the hospital.  
 
In addition to checking up on mom and 
baby, our Welcome Home Visit participants
receive a free bag packed with helpful information on safe sleep, 
                                                        breastfeeding, and more - as well as some 
                                                        special things just for mom and baby!
 
                                                        These visits are open to anyone who reside
                                                        Marion County who is having a baby or has 
                                                        just recently given birth, and visits can be 
                                                        schedule calling us at 740-387-6520!



Communicable Disease

Outbreak Response
In January 2019, Marion County became a part of the state-wide Hepatitis A outbreak. From the very beginning, our 
staff worked diligently to vaccinate at-risk individuals throughout our community by working with 14 community 
partners to offer off-site vaccination clinics. 
 
Thanks to these efforts, we were able to administer 392 immunizations to the at-risk population and help slow the 
spread of Hepatitis A in our community.

STD Treatment & Prevention
One of the highest communicable diseases we see in Marion County is Chlamydia, 
the sexually-transmitted disease. The spread of such diseases and infections can 
be limited or prevented through safe practices, such as using condoms and having 
regular testing performed.
 
Marion Public Health's Sexual Health Clinic is open weekly on Tuesdays to help with 
the treatment and prevention of these diseases, as well as other services such as 
annual pap smears, breast exams, birth control and more. 
 
In 2019, this program saw 192 patients seen for these services.



Women, Infants & children

54%
of infants 

received some breastmilk in 2019.

9%
of infants 

were
Exclusively breastfeeding in 2019.

WIC's 2020 goal for initiation rate for infants is 63.9%. 



Women, Infants & children

WIC helps income eligible pregnant and breastfeeding women, women who recently had 
a baby, infants, and children up to five years of age. WIC improves pregnancy outcomes, 
reduces infant mortality and provides infants and children with a healthy start in life by 
improving poor or inadequate diets. WIC provides breastfeeding support, depression, 
drug, alcohol and domestic abuse screenings as well as referrals to many other services. 



National Nutrition Month
March was National Nutrition Month, which is a 
time to focus on the importance of making 
informed food choices and developing sound 
eating and physical activity habits. 
Each of our Registered Dieticians and Registered 
Diet Technicians shared their best tip on these 
topics and their favorite recipe through the 
month of March on our Marion Public Health 
Facebook page. Our staff also held a food 
demonstration in the WIC lobby to share a 
wonderful Vegetable soup that was easy, cheap 
and nutritious. 
 

WIC Farmers Market
Lawrence Orchard redeemed 95 vouchers for $475
Downtown Marion redeemed 107 vouchers for $535
Total of $1,010.00 of Fruits and Vegetables sold by 
Marion Farmers to WIC families.  

Latino Fair 
Alma Simmons RD, LD joined the WIC team in August 2019. Alma’s translation background and 
Hispanic Heritage has given our Health Department the wonderful ability to communicate more 
effectively with our Hispanic community. Shortly after she started she attended the 4th Annual Latino 
Health Fair at the gymnasium of St Mary School. She was able to connect with Evelyn Lisiecki, LPN, 
the Latino Ministry Coordinator and families that attended. They have been able to call her direct line 
and request her by name.
 

A letter from Sam……Our Breastfeeding 
Super Star!! 
 
The WIC program had been absolutely 
vital to my family's success. As a new 
mom, the support and assistance the 
program gave me was irreplaceable, 
especially that of their Peer Helper, 
Dorthey. Breastfeeding has so many 
benefits and it was important to me to 
give my son the best start I could, but I 
struggled with nursing in the beginning. 
I called Dorthey with dozens of 
questions, all hours of the day; I called 
her crying when I was at a complete 
loss. She was a consistent source of, not 
only help, but comfort. She gave me the 
knowledge and confidence I needed to 
succeed at breastfeeding. 
 
Thanks to WIC, my family and I have 
access to healthy food and have learned 
to make healthier eating choices. We've 
also learned about baby milestones and 
behaviors (information that comes in 
handy to new parents), were given a 
cookbook on affordable, healthy meals, 
and have found a wonderful support 
system. WIC is more than just food 
assistance-- it's family assistance. I 
always encourage other parents to go 
sign up. The dedicated staff wants our 
children to have the best nutrition 
possible, and the best future possible.
 
Sincerely,
Sam            
 

Women, Infants & children



Baby Fair
Pregnant women who attended received education on the 
importance of breastfeeding and safe sleep. Those that completed 
the education received a Baby Box. These women also received 
information from Help Me Grow, Voice of Hope, AAA car seat safety, 
First Library Card, Baby and Me Tobacco Free, and WIC services. We 
had the privilege to see several women get connected to all these 
services in one place. The Baby Fair is held at the Marion Public 
Library twice a year. 
 

Baby Box Co. Courses
Families expecting a new baby can take free online parenting classes 
from healthcare experts, and receive rewards for completing them—
like baby box gear and discounts. They learn information from safe 
sleep to nutrition to brain health, The Baby Box Co. Courses (formerly 
Baby Box University) has videos that will help get them prepared. 54 
given out in 2019.
 

Mom Willie May Jenkins recently quit after 17 years of smoking, and had this to say about the 
program and her success:
 
"I had smoked on and off for about 17 years. When I decided to quit smoking and heard 
about the Baby & Me Tobacco Free program I thought it would be helpful and hold me 
accountable to stay smoke-free. Over this last year, I managed to stay smoke-free with 
the support of the wonderful ladies involved with the program. It is great to see my now 
one year old son and 8 year old daughter smile and be happy and healthy in a smoke-
free environment!"
 

Baby and Me Tobacco Free
Marion Public Health's Baby & Me Tobacco Free 
Program helps pregnant moms quit tobacco, and 
rewards them with vouchers for free diapers and baby 
wipes for staying off tobacco after their baby is born!

34 referrals received
112 total appointments conducted

2019 Dental Screenings  
The sooner children begin getting regular dental checkups, the healthier their 
mouths will stay throughout their lives. Early checkups help prevent cavities and 
tooth decay, which can lead to pain, trouble concentrating and other medical 
issues. Youngsters with healthy teeth chew food easily, learn to speak clearly 
and smile with confidence. Our dentist sees children starting at 12 months old.
 

294 Scheduled   
130 Seen 
20% Referred for dental work 

Population Health



CHC Funding helped to improve recreational 
opportunities in the village of Morral and at 
Marion's Senior Center. 

Have you seen these bike racks around town? Through 
grant funds made available from the Creating Healthy 
Communities (CHC) program, MPH  partnered with 
Downtown Marion, Inc. to encourage and attract 
cyclists to downtown destinations.
Bike Friendly businesses create a sense of community, 
attract local and out of town patrons, and generate 
interest in alternate modes of transportation.
 

Bike Friendly Business

 
Did you Know?
Over 43 different organizations,
residents and community partners 
are affiliated with the CHC coalition.
 
 

Quick Stats

Residents Impacted!
In 2019 our collective work impacted
over 9,300 residents from our Active
Living strategies and another 6,200
were impacted by our healthy food
access initiatives

$262,135
In 2019 Marion County CHC coalition
members were able to leverage 
funding and resources to help 
improve access to healthy food and 
physical activity opportunities.

Five guiding principles of CHC
1.Activate and Engage Communities. CHC is the conduit for
motivating and driving change, through community engagement
and mobilization. Activities of CHC are rooted in community
priorities.
2. Cross-Sector Collaboration. There is coordination of work and
consistent messaging among partners in diverse sectors at the
national, state, and local levels around PSE change in healthy
eating and active living.
3. Ease of Access. By addressing barriers, CHC improves
accessibility of healthy choice to Ohioans, especially for those
groups facing the steepest barriers.
4.Health Equity. CHC is invested in individuals and populations
disproportionately affected by chronic disease.
5.Sustainable Change. CHC leverages resources, forms
partnership, and builds capacity to ensure lasting policy, systems,
and environmental change.

Creating Healthy Communities


